DISCOVERY

EXPLORING THE RELATIONSHIP miﬁmﬁ
BETWEEN ILLINOIS DISTRICTS’ (IWERC)

SEPT 2024

Es s E R s P E N D I N G A N D ST u D E N T lllinois Workforce and Education
A c H I Ev E M E N T Research Collaborative

PART OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SYSTEM

This research provides a first look at how lllinois school districts’ uses of Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds were related to their test score outcomes in
the years following the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The study is part of IWERC's Learning
Renewal research series.

Key Ta keaway Districts with lower pre-pandemic achievement and greater
pandemic-related learning loss were allocated and spent more
ESSER funds. After receiving ESSER funding, low-achieving
districts recovered at a similar pace compared to high-
achieving districts, on average.

IAR ELA scores by quartile of district
ESSER per pupil expenditure

Elementary and middle o ?ED:EUD

grades students in districts E 750 e—_ 7465

that were allocated more "'1'3 240 &t --%_%____E_@.&_?______3‘15_5____———-;‘3:_9

ESSER funding recovered 2 ?;;: 732.9 7343 7325

slightly more quickly than @ 730-e 726.9 Lid 726.4

students in higher-achieving 5 — w

districts that were allocated =

less. 710 , : ; :
5Y19 SY20 SY21 SY22 SY23

Year

—e— ESSER PPE Q1 (lowest expenditure)
ESSER PPE Q2
ESSER PPE Q3

—e— ESSER PPE Q4 (highest expenditure)



https://dpi.uillinois.edu/applied-research/iwerc/current-projects/learning-renewal/
https://dpi.uillinois.edu/applied-research/iwerc/current-projects/learning-renewal/

SAT Math scores by quartile of district
ESSER per pupil expenditure

o Z;Z I High school students in

B sna e N S districts that were

B 182.3 . allocated more ESSER

3 451.0-4?0.4 e 460.8 4622 funding experienced

& ok R 459.7 similar losses (i.e. lack of

= M ____75?“—%:%—~ﬁ2 recovery) compared to
o : : . higher-achieving districts

i 25 ?;21 Ry oY that were allocated less.

—8— ESSER PPE Q1 (lowest expenditure)
ESSER PPE Q2
ESSER PPE Q3

—8— ESSER PPE Q4 (highest expenditure)

Key Ta keaway No broad categories of expenditures districts made with ESSER
funds (e.g., instructional salaries, construction services, etc.) were
statistically significantly related to test score outcomes. In other
words, it is unclear whether or how district choices about
what to spend on mattered.
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